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Not only was Saturday, 29th September, 2012 the closing 
night of the phenomenally successful opening play of the 
2012/13 season - “Calendar Girls” – it was within hours of 
the 75th Anniversary of the official opening of the Little 
Theatre, Southport on Thursday, 30th September, 1937.

Our Chairman, Alistair Hewitt, felt this remarkable 
achievement & landmark should be remembered. With the 
help of Barbara Georgeson, Chairman of the Social Com-
mittee, a special commemorative cake was purchased and 

Alistair personally invited all the present Vice Presidents of 
the Club to join him and the rest of the Club members down 
in the Bar after the show, to remember the past achievements 
of the Club during the last 75 years and to drink to its future.

Margaret Hill was invited to cut the cake, as she had been 
invited, as a little girl of five, to present a bouquet of flow-
ers to the then Mayoress of Southport at the laying of the 
Foundation Stone of our theatre on 24th October, 1936! It 
may be of interest to know that in order to be appointed as a 
Vice President the criteria required is that the nominee has 
to have been an active continuous member of the Club for 
fifty years.

At present we have a total of 17 Vice Presidents, of whom 
five were unable to attend Saturday night’s party, thus mak-
ing the total years of service given to the Club to an amazing 
600 years. A wonderful achievement! Long may such loyalty 
and dedication to our Club continue.
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This familiar title, first conceived 
as a novel by John Buchan, followed 
by the film version directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock, has now been 
adapted for the stage and will 
be the third offering of the SDC 
current season. 

Buchan’s action–packed tale, 
typical of its genre, centred on the 
dashing hero, Richard Hannay, 
whose adventures lead him into 
many dangerous situations requiring 
quick thinking and daring–do.

The story translated well to the 
screen, where it became a popular 
comic thriller, with Robert Donat 
in the leading role. The new stage 
version retains all the film’s tight 
situations and cross-country chases 
and cleverly adds to the humour by 
using only four actors. Apart from 

hero Hannay, one actress plays all 
the female roles, with two “clowns” 
taking on everyone else–especially 
the villains!

This is theatre entertainment at its 
best and in the safe hands of director 
James Hughes-Alty, is a production 
not to be missed.

The 39 Steps Diary

The Little Theatre celebrates 75 years of performance

Box Office
(01704) 530521/530460

Find out more about us
www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk

Like us on Facebook
Southport Little Theatre

The 39 Steps
Directed by James Hughes-Alty
From the novel by John Buchan

November 23rd - December 1st

Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears

Directed by Sandy Town
December 19th - 6th January

Editor Philip Hutchinson - Email  Info@littletheatresouthport.co.uk

Anne Richards

Hoghton Street, Southport PR9 0PA

Written by Robin Hirsch



Goldilocks and the Three Bears - Show Timetable

Thank you to everyone who supported Calendar Girls. It was very well received by our audiences 
and we are grateful to you for your positive feedback . This play generated both laughter and tears at 
rehearsals and from you, our audiences. The message of the play seemed to really reach all of you, as 
you contributed a staggering £4,435 for the Leukaemia Research Fund! We are very grateful to you 
and to the group of friends who organised the collecting and counting of the money, especially  Ray 
Mann and David Woodward. As you know, we do not make a practice of collecting money from 
our patrons, but Calendar Girls was a play with a very specific theme. Many of you have asked me to 
inform you of the amount we raised, so I thought that a paragraph in our newly upgraded Patrons 
Newsletter seemed the most expedient way of doing it. We appreciate your incredible support.

Margret Mann
Director of Calendar Girls

Buy your programme, just £1

Available throughout the theatre

Directed by 
Steven Pritchard 

and Robin Hirsch

A Tale of Intrigue, 
Secrets, Passions & Lies

Calendar Girls charity success

For all enquiries, including 
subscribers tickets, please contact 
our Box Office team on (01704) 
530521.

This list is available on our website 
at www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk

£4,435
Raised for 

the Leukemia 
Research Fund


